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Authentic Free Grace Theology Teaches Godly Living

     You know there is a false notion out there that Authentic Free Grace Theology teaches godly living is unnecessary for this life. All you do is “believe and you get in”, and whatever you do afterward doesn’t matter. Now, it is also true, there is a form of grace theology that does teach godly living doesn’t matter, in fact just the opposite, ungodly living is where is at. Ungodly living is THE good life, the sin-filled life. They live for themselves and for temporary pleasures.
Inauthentic Free Grace Theology Teaches Ungodly Living – Jude 4
     There is an inauthentic free grace theology that teaches ungodly living. And they are ungodly men who turn the grace of God into licentiousness,
“For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 4).
     Paul warns us that “in the last days difficult times will come” (2 Timothy 3:1) “for men will be lovers of self… holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power;” (3:2-5b) Paul’s advice is to, “Avoid such men as these" (3:5c). “These men are evil and impostors who will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived” (3:13).
     Some of these same impostors, Jude says, have already have crept into the church unnoticed [to settle in alongside, i.e. lodge stealthily]. Jude says they are “ungodly persons who turn “metatithemi” the grace of our God into licentiousness.
“metatithemi” – “meta” – “tithemi” – [
“turn” [KJV, NKJB,NABS]; “pervert” [RSV]; or “change” [NIV]

· “turn, to transfer, transport, transpose two things, exchange, change sides, or position,
· “to put in place of others”

To exchange “grace” “charis”  for “lewdness” “aselgeian”
“aselgeian” - “lasciviousness” [KJV], “lewdness” [NKJB],

“licentiousness” [NABS], “license for immorality” [NIV]
“metatithemi” is also found in Acts 7:16; Galatians 1:6; Hebrews 7:12; 11:5
In Hebrews 7:12, [Luke says], that there was a “metatithemi” – “change of law” – OT to NT.

Side Note - Repent – “metanoeo”- “meta” – “noeo” - to turn or change the mind.
      In Galatians 1:6 Paul says, “I marvel that you are turning away “metatithemi” so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, which is not another”, because the gospel they were turning away to was not good news but a message of faith + works, a mixer of faith and works. They exchange the good news of faith alone in Christ alone for the bad news of faith in Christ + keeping the Mosaic Law.
     The ungodly impostors of Jude 4 “proclaimed” a version of the grace gospel, but only for the purpose of abusing God’s grace so that they may follow after their own ungodly lusts. They are grumblers, complainers, walking according to their own lusts…” (Jude 16).
     Jude reminds his readers in verses 17-19, that they were told by the apostles and the Lord Jesus Christ that, “there would be mockers in the last times who would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit.” 
     Peter had earlier warned of their coming. He calls these coming impostors, false teachers like the false prophets of old,

“But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1).
     These unbelieving false teachers think they can get away with sin and mock the Day of Judgment. Peter says, “…that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming?” (2 Peter 3:3-4).

     Apparently, they are deceived and unaware, “that whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption…” (Gal. 6:8a).
      By the time of John’s Revelation, several churches have false teachers leading them into ungodliness. To the church in Pergamos the LORD says,

“…you have there, those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality” (Revelation 2:14).
     And to the church in Thyatira, He says,

“…you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.” (Rev. 2:20) and there are “those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate” (Rev. 2:15).
     The name “Nicolaitans”, is a symbolic name of a group of unbelieving false teacher, professing Christians who, Balsam like, introduced a false freedom, i.e., licentiousness. They even joined in the "fornication" of the idol feasts, as though permitted by Christ's "law of liberty." The Nicolaitans combined evil "deeds" which Jesus’ "hates" with evil "doctrine.”

     As a result, this brought shame on the church and swift judgment was promised. Peter says,
“And many [believers – carnal Christians] will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.” (2 Peter 2:2).
     So, Satan uses these ungodly teachers to bring reproach against the church and to discredit those who teach an authentic true grace gospel. Also, the opponents of Free Grace [All Legalist, Lordship Salvationists, etc.] use these ungodly impostors for the purpose of discrediting the authentic free grace theology and link it with the exchanged doctrine and ungodly lifestyle of the false teachers.
     Opponents of Free Grace Theology say that the free grace message also turns the grace of God into sexual immorality or at least lay the seeds of it. Therefore, to teach free grace is both dangerous and destructive. They often say,
Free Grace is “grace plus errors” or “grace mixed with error”, “cheap”, “watered down”, “seeker-friendly gospel”, “antinomian” - against or opposed to the Law”, “soft on sin”,

“a license to sin” - it promotes licentiousness, “encourages or lays the seeds of immorality”,

“not interested in spiritual growth and teaching godly living” – it encourages laziness.
Hyper-Grace is a new name so designated by Dr. Michael Brown, (radio talk show host and author), he calls the hyper-grace message - “a false grace, “an epidemic of exaggerated grace”, an adding and taking away from the Biblical message having deadly and negative effects everywhere,” It is a “false grace message where our behavior or conduct is not important.”
     “Instead of grace being an incentive to holiness, it becomes an excuse for sin and immorality. “I’m forgiven, I have a free ticket. It really does not matter how I live – it’s a horrific abuse of grace.” – Brown
Charge: Faith alone in Christ alone and Free Grace Theology teaches ungodly living. It also turns or changes the grace of God into sexual immorality? We Plead: “Not Guilty!”
Authentic Free Grace Theology Teaches Godly Living

    Free grace theology does not teach that a believer can do whatever he wants with impunity and without consequence (Gal. 6:7-8). Sin has side effects. Deadly side effects. For the true believer in Christ, the consequences for sin are NOT eternal, but some of them can still be described as severe. Free Grace Theology preaches against sin. 
Unprofitable Ungodliness – Ungodliness is Unprofitable and Destructive

     Sin never pays, or does it, “For the wages of sin is death…” (Romans 6:23). Also,

“For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption” [decay, ruin], (Gal. 6:8).
“But those who desire to be rich [covet] fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown [sink] men in destruction [death] and perdition [ruin or loss]” (1 Timothy 6:9).
“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil [harm], for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows [grief]” (1 Timothy 6:10).
     Sin is dangerous. The consequences of sin are many and varied. Sin can hurt you, make you sick, and can cause injury. It can bring severe discipline from the Lord (Heb. 12).
     Sin is unfruitful or barren. It produces nothing lasting or good, but possibly only a very short fleeting moment of pleasure. This is why Paul says to “have no fellowship [participation] with the unfruitful works of darkness…” (Ephesians 5:11).

     After Solomon had exhausted all of his energy in the pursuit of earthly pleasure apart from God he said,

“...I looked on all the works that my hands had done and on the labor in which I had toiled; And indeed, all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no profit under the sun.” (Eccl. 2:11)
 Why do we not hear more about this pursuit of godliness in our pulpits today? Wilkins says,

“The simple reason why many people believe that certainty would produce sinful lifestyles is because they don’t believe what God says about godliness and sinfulness. They don’t believe that godliness produces joy and wellness. Nor do they believe that sinfulness produces pain and illness. .”

     It is God’s will that you should live godly in your conduct, not because your salvation hinges on it, but your overall well-being does, both now and forever.

     Paul Ellis says, “But the one thing sin cannot do, is undo the finished work of the cross and cause God to un-forgive you. No matter how great your sin, His grace is greater still, “but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.” (Rom. 5:20b)”.
 
Profitable Godliness – Godliness is Good and Profitable

     Paul tells us that grace instructs,

“…us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,” (Titus 2:12-13) [NASB]
     Later He tells Titus to instruct,

“…those who have believed God to be careful to engage [maintain] in good deeds. These things are good and profitable for men.” (3:8-9).
     Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).
     Paul said, we should, “…lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,” (1 Tim. 2:2-3).
     Godly living is both useful and profitable, both now and in the future. The free grace believer does not live a godly life in order to gain salvation, nor prove it, but in order to gain eternal profit/benefits in this life and the life to come. They are the wages or rewards that He is bringing with Him at His coming (Rev. 22:12).
     Paul said, “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify” (1 Cor. 6:12; 10:23).
     And he said, “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified” (1 Cor. 9:27).
     He reminded Timothy to, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed…” (2 Tim. 2:15). Some servants of Christ will find their efforts approved, and then honored, “Well done good and faithful servant”, others will find their efforts lacking and will be called out and rebuked, “You wicked and lazy servant” (See Matthew 25:14-30).
     So, not everything we do is profitable, helpful, or serviceable, to our advantage. Ungodly living may disqualify you for service, [not salvation], and bring shame on the servant of Christ. Godly living is for your own good. Only good can result from it.
Godliness is Profitable in this Life and the Life to Come

     Being physically fit provides only a temporary benefit, whereas spiritual godliness profits both temporary and eternal benefits, Paul says,
“…discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness; for bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come” (1 Timothy 4:7-8).
     No one can earn or profit eternal life, it is a gift given to all simply who believe in Him, in His promise (Romans 3:24; 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9). On the other hand, godliness is one of the qualities of life that is obtained by applying all diligence in your faith that is both useful and fruitful (See 2 Peter 1:5-11). 
The Pursuit of Godliness is Profitable in this Life
“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age…” (Titus 2:11-12). 
The Pursuit of Godliness is Profitable in the Life to Come

Treasure and Life Indeed

     Paul wrote to Timothy about laying hold of eternal rewards,

“Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed” (1 Timothy 6:18-19; 3-6, 12, 15).
A Crown

     Paul said,

“…in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8).
     In Revelation 4:4 we are told about “twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white garments, and golden crowns on their heads”. They represent faithful servants of Christ throughout the church age.
A Better Resurrection

     The author of Hebrews spoke about a better resurrection, which is a more abundant experience in the life to come (Hebrews 11:35).

Divine Approval

     We ought to desire to have our Master say, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). His approval is only for those believers who “rightly handle/divide the Word of truth” and who are effective “workers” for Christ.  Or receive rebuke, “You wicked and lazy servant… So, take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents” (Matt 25:26-28) [NKJV].
Co-Ruling

     Paul said, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him…” (2 Timothy 2:12). If we do not persevere in good works, etc. we will not rule in His earthly kingdom.

     The twenty-four elders are also said to be sitting on twenty-four thrones around the throne of God (Revelation 4:4). To those who overcome, they are promised to sit down with the LORD on His throne (Revelation 3:21) and authority is given them to rule over the nations (Revelation 2:26).
Question? What do you get for faithful service to Christ?

Answer – More service. And is this not what you would want? More opportunities to serve the Lord.

     Working hard for God pleases Him, it gains His favor/grace and He blesses us. We can profit blessings. When we take on the characteristics of God we benefit from it, and are blessed [see the Beatitudes].
Conclusion

Paul says,

“But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life…” (1 Timothy 6:11-12a).
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap [better] eternal life. Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith” (6:7-10).
Charge - Free Grace is against the Law

“A lot of grace teachers have an extreme hostility to the Law” (Dr. Michael Brown).
“Most of the false grace teachers have such a disdain for the entire Old Testament. The 10 commandments and the entire OT is out” – (Sid – Interviewer).
Why Not Do Whatever I Want? – Dealing with Antinomianism
“If I’m sure am saved forever, then why wouldn’t I go out and live as I please? What will keep me from living like the devil?” 

Free From the (Mosaic) Law

Hebrews 7:12

“For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change “metatithemi” of the law” 
     It is true that we are no longer under the “Mosaic Law”, but under grace (Romans 6:14). The Old Covenant was replaced by the New Covenant entirely. Christ is the end [termination] of the Law for righteousness for all who believe (Romans 10:4). The Law was only a temporary tutor, a mere shadow of what was to come, but the substance belongs to Christ, in whom we have been made complete. Christ did what the Law could not, bring righteousness. Believers who attempt to live according to the Law, any portion of the Law is not pleasing to God,
Hebrews 12:28

“…let us hold fast grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:” (KJV/Sellers translation)

     If a believer “falls from grace” (Gal. 5:4) he does not fall from the reception of eternal life, but from the present experience of grace – God’s favor or pleasure. God is not please by those who attempt to live the Christian life by keeping the Law, or some form of the Law, or by some set of rules.
     Because Christ has come there has been “metatithemi” “a change of law” (Hebrews 7:12). This does not mean that there is no law at all, for Jesus said, “A new commandment I give you…” (John 13:34). Keeping the His commandments is what is pleasing in God’s sight (1 John 3:22-23). And what is this new commandment?
A New Commandment – The Royal Law of Love

     Jesus gave to His disciples “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another,” (John 13:34). All men are to obey the command to believe in the grace gospel of God,

1 John 3:23a

“This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ,”

John 3:36

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

John 6:40

“And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day." [NKJV]
     In addition, believers are commanded to “love one another, just as He commanded us.” (1 John 3:23b).

     There is a perfect law, the law of liberty that those who abide by it will be blessed by what he does (James 1:25) and by which his works we will be judged (2:12). If we fulfill the royal law of love we are doing well (2:8) and will receive in addition to eternal life, the crown of life (Jam. 1:12; Rev. 2:10).
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